An evaluation of criteria to designate urban health manpower shortage areas.
In the United States, federally designated health manpower shortage areas (HMSAs) have been eligible for a variety of programs intended to improve access to health services. Before 1978, HMSAs were predominantly rural. The Health Professions Educational Assistance Act of 1976 (P.L. 94-484) mandated that the criteria for designating HMSAs be revised to facilitate designation of urban areas. The most recent version of the HMSA criteria was published in 1980. This study applied the 1980 criteria to two Canadian urban areas. In general, the criteria did not succeed in distinguishing areas with relatively poorer access from those with relatively better access.